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The result was disastrous, for such .
churches were always getting burned.
Nearly every great church in Normandy
was burned between A.D. 900 and noo.
At Ve*zelay, in 1120, more than 1,000 of
the congregation were burned to death
in the cathedral. It became plain
that the churches must have stone
ceilings, so by degrees the Gothic arch
was adopted, a pointed arch which
could be raised to any height desired.
It was a system of ribs and panels, the
ribs forming a skeleton clothed by a
ceiling of light masonry. In order to
prevent too great a thrust upon the
outer walls the flying buttress was
invented, and on this outside prop the
whole structure of a Gothic church
depends.

Under a Taskmaster.

Norman building was not only curn-

Specially drawn for this work.
THE NORMAN ARCH

When you see an arch semicircular in shape you may know it
is in the Norman style. Such arches are very strong, but put
a considerable thrust or pressure on the side walls. For this
reason they are usually built on very substantial pillars.
Norman arches have often a zigzag decoration.

brous, but very formal. The stones
were all cut to one exact size, and we
can imagine that the masons were
forced to work entirely to the will of a
taskmaster. But this taskmaster was
often something of a jerry-builder, for
we find that behind the even face-work
rubble was used freely. Rubbish of all
kinds, broken stone, or even mud, was
employed to fill up the centres of
massive-looking pillars.
With the coming of the pointed
arch the workmanship unproved, and
we can see of what great things the
English mason was capable when given
a freer hand. The stones were no
longer cut to one mould as though by
machinery, and the workers' own taste
and feeling shows plainly in the ex-
quisitely varied details of the ornamen-
tation. In the Transitional period,
between the Norman and Gothic styles,
the stone-mason seems
to have played as great
a part as the architect.
The chancel of Bam-
borough Church, in the
graveyard of which
Grace Darling lies
buried, is a fine ex-
ample of this Transi-
tional period, and
nothing could be more
perfect than the severe
simplicity of this build-
ing. And everywhere
in this church you can
see how honestly the
work was done.
French William.
In Canterbury
Cathedral you observe
both the round and the
pointed arches. The
first Canterbury
Cathedral was burned
down only four years
after the murder of
Becket. The people
were so horrified at
this destruction that